THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF  COLONEL BECK
risk; for if the Czechs had been obdurate, and the Polish
forces had been obliged to fight, the consequences would
have been difficult to forecast.   On the other hand, if the
Polish Minister had not taken this action, and Germany
had occupied the Sudeten territory and guaranteed the
rest of Czechoslovakia, or, as the event showed, estab-
lished a protectorate over it, then, if Poland had desired
the restitution of Cieszyn, she would have had to come,
cap in hand, to Germany, who would have undoubtedly
demanded a quid pro quo.    From such considerations,
then, it must be admitted that Colonel Beck's manage-
ment of this tangled affair was timely and skilful and die
cheers which he obtained, when he spoke on the subject
in the Polish Seym, showed how much his prompt
diplomacy had been appreciated by his fellow-countty-
men.   Nor must it be supposed that had France and
Great Britain subsequently come to the conclusion that
Hitler's  encroachments  on   Czechoslovakia  must be
resisted by force, Poland would have been found acting
on the side of Germany.   Colonel Beck's record is per-
fectly dear on that point.   "When Germany's march in
the Rhineland was the subject of conversation by the
Locarno Powers, the Polish Foreign Minister, although
he had no favourable feelings to their exclusive methods
or to the Pact of Locarno itself, was perfectly willing to
join in vigorous action to punish the aggressor. la such
circumstances he felt his course clear and there is no
ground foi thinking that he would have joined Germany
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